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phabet), sometimes "Mem" Of course, sometimes it is material-
istically interpreted as "the matrix," at other times it is a spiritual
force, alchemy, or the Alcaest (which he naively translated into
his native dialect as "All-Geist," All-Spirit). Sulfur, of course, is
fiery, and as such, will power or soul (Hebrew: "Sfow").
These classifications are much admired by the latter-day disciples
of Paracelsus and Rosenkreutz. Even Professor Jung seems inclined
to find them beautiful. I cannot bring myself to discover much
myth-building power in these speculations, even if I take them as
pure poetry. On the contrary, Paracelsus deprived these images of
whatever romance they might have retained before. He strove to
make them as rational as possible, though certainly his success was
uneven. In his hands, the terms mercury, sulfur, and salt are trans-
formed into something which we should like to call, in modern lan-
guage, "effective principles," or, in the language of the last century,
"forces of nature." This point has been emphasized by Gundolf.
Several attempts have been made to compile a glossary of Para-
celsus' terminology. None is applicable to all works alike. The most
useful, I have found, is the one in Kayser's Paracelsus anthology.
Here follows one which Paracelsus himself appended to his pam-
phlet on the Pfeffers spa:
"Sulfur is that which burns, mercury is that which embodies
the virtue, salt is that which holds the body together. Matter is a
piece you can take into your hand; corpus is the body that con-
tains the virtues; species is a piece in itself; IHaster is the prime
matter before all creation (its sign is the six-pointed Star of
David); magnalia are the works of God; arcanum is that which
must be found through experience; constellation is the unity of
the Superior with the things here-below; operation is the effect
that Nature may achieve; quintessence is the result of operations
strengthening Nature beyond her grade; putrefactio exists when
something turns into its former essence; digestion is found when
something is turned into a different essence; centrum is the be-
ginning of the disease. . . ."
Other chemical terms have been quoted in Chapter 5, note 18.